
NAPLES ILLUSTRATED PRESENTS THE 2020-2021 
NAPLES CHARITY REGISTER

The 2020-2021 edition will feature an exciting
editorial lineup, providing a powerful environment
for your marketing message.

Naples Charity Register includes:
 • The social season’s most memorable moments
 • Creative ways to give
 • Party trends and ideas
 • Charity spotlights
 • Prominent philanthropists
 • Leading corporate citizens
 • Gala jewels
 •	 The	definitive	guide	to	key	social	events
 • Comprehensive social calendar
 •	 The	Naples	area	as	the	ultimate	
	 	 philanthropic	community

DISTRIBUTION
Naples Charity Register	will	be	mailed	with	the	November	issue	
of Naples Illustrated	and	can	also	be	found	at	high-visibility	
Naples	area	locations,	including:

 • PROMINENT FOUNDATIONS 

 • CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS

 • COUNTRY CLUBS AND LUXURY PROPERTIES

 • WEALTH MANAGEMENT, DOCTORS’ AND
  ATTORNEYS’ OFFICES

 • LUXURY AUTO DEALERSHIPS AND YACHT BROKERS

 • PRIVATE JET PORTS AND LIMOUSINES

 • EXCLUSIVE SALONS AND SPAS

 • SPECIAL EVENTS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR



For	more	information	and	to	reserve	your	space,	contact	us	at
239.434.6966 | fax 239.435.0409

naplesillustrated.com

Naples Illustrated
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Fashionable, fun, festive, and delightful, last 
season’s charitable events were nothing short of 
spectacular. Here, we spotlight a few of Naples’ 

most eye-catching moments.

SEASON 
SOIREES

DRESSED TO 
IMPRESS

With so many glamorous get-togethers 
throughout the social season, 

fashion-forward locals have plenty 
of opportunities to show off their 

sophisticated senses of style.
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PEDAL WITH PURPOSE
Although the Pan-Florida Challenge features 

an epic 200-mile, endurance-centered bicycle 
ride (with meals and lodging provided at the 
Lake Placid Camp & Conference Center) each 
spring, it also offers four other routes, including 
a 10-mile journey. No matter your level of ability, 
the organization hopes you’ll take up its call to 
help the 20 percent of children who go hungry 
in Florida each year. This event is perhaps one 
of the best ways to not only push yourself physi-
cally but also to inspire the philanthropic spirit 
in yourself and others because every penny of 
riders’ donations goes toward this cause. In 2018, 
riders raised an average of $2,187 per person.  
(panfloridachallenge.org)

FEED THE SOUL
Now in its twelfth year, the WINK Feeds 

Families Hunger Walk—a 2-mile loop around 
Estero’s Miromar Outlets—has long been the 

largest anti-hunger event in Southwest Florida. 
According to the Harry Chapin Food Bank, each 
dollar raised can be turned into $8 worth of 
donated food, so every pledge goes a long way. 
Since the walk began in 2009, more than $2.8 mil-
lion has been donated to help feed local families 
in need. As the next walk (scheduled for January 
18, 2020) draws closer, make sure to check the 
website to find the local organizations that have 
partnered with the walk and its Meals for Harry 
program. (winkhungerwalk.com)

CARE FOR KIDS
Baby Basics of Collier County’s annual 5K Fun 

Run/Walking Challenge in Naples has a reputa-
tion for being a family-friendly event, which is fit-
ting since the organization’s mission is to provide 
free diapers to low-income, working families. For 

two consecutive years, this beloved charitable 
initiative has raised more than $20,000 through 
participation fees of just $25 for each adult-and-
child pair. For the eleventh annual fun run and 
walk on February 1, 2020, you can choose to run 
the 5K or walk anywhere between 1.5 and 6 miles. 
Afterward, Wynn’s Catering will serve brunch to 
participants. (babybasicscollier.org)

GIVING BACK

T

By Lianna Matt McLernon

Fit for  
a Cause
This season, run and ride 
for causes you care about 
alongside those who 
share the same passion

Pan-Florida Challenge

Walking to end hunger

Harry Chapin Food 
Bank’s WINK Feeds 

Families Hunger Walk

Baby Basics of Collier County’s 5K Fun Run/
Walking Challenge
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CAUSE&EFFECT

Opera NaplesGood Time: Opera Naples’ An Egyptian Fantasy Gala Good Deed: Supporting the 
company’s full production season as well as its education and outreach programs

Parties
with a Purpose

By Lianna Matt McLernon

Although Opera Naples wasn’t able to build a giant pyramid for its “An Egyptian Fantasy” gala, the event’s co-chair Bruce Ford jokes, “We did the next best thing and [had] some very beautiful decorations.”On December 11, 2018, the local nonprofit used inspiration from its recent production of Aida to transform the Club at Pelican Bay into an Egyptian pal-ace, complete with burnished gold accents, towers of palm fronds, and a mural of the pyramids. With a dress code of “black-tie optional with Egyptian flair,” many guests wore headdresses and outfits influenced by the culture, with one board member even dressing as a mummy.The event, chaired by Ford and Moira Fennessey and designed by local event planner Rufino Hernandez, was a night of outstanding music and ambience. As guests perused the jewelry up for auction, they sipped cleverly named drinks like the Niletini, the evening’s specialty cocktail. When it came time to transition to the main banquet hall for dinner, guests didn’t just walk in—they entered in a grand march set to the music of Aida’s trumpet fanfare and “Triumphal March.”

Other highlights included a live auction and distinguished speakers such as executive director and world-renowned baritone Timothy Todd Simmons and Opera Naples faculty member Sherrill Milnes, but it was the performances that truly stole the show. While professional singers were present, youth per-formers who’ve trained with Opera Naples also sang throughout the evening, demonstrating how the organization makes a difference not only in the region but to blossoming opera artists around the world.More than $300,000 was raised to support Opera Naples’ productions as well as its education and outreach initiatives, which include the artist resi-dency program, the two-week youth summer academy, opera apprenticeships, and the Elementary In-School performances and curriculum. Thanks to fun and fantastical events like this, the organization can continue to increase com-munity awareness of the art form while bringing in internationally acclaimed artists. With its next gala, Opera Naples hopes to welcome guests to a night at the “New Orleans Mardi Gras” celebration.

Themed fun was had by all at Opera Naples’ An Egyptian Fantasy Gala, 
which raised more than $300,000 for the 
organization’s education and outreach programs.
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